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Eades: News - Athens-Clarke County Library

Athens-Clarke County Library
Athens-Clarke County Library Receives Library
Community Catalyst Grant: Library Partners
with UGA School of Social Work to Become
Trauma-Informed Library
The Athens-Clarke County Library received a
grant from the Institute of Museum and Library
Services (IMLS) to partner with the University of
Georgia (UGA) School of Social Work to become
a trauma-informed library.
The Library
Community Catalyst
Grant is part of the
IMLS’s National
Leadership Grant
program. IMLS has
awarded the library
$150,000 through the
grant—one of only 12
awarded nationwide
this year out of 51
applications.

said Athens Regional Library System Executive
Director Valerie Bell. “We appreciate the
Institute of Museum and Library Services
awarding us the Community Catalyst grant to
fund this important initiative, and we’re also
thankful to UGA’s School of Social Work for
partnering with us to ensure its success.”
“Social work services should be deeply
embedded in the community, in places where
people trust and feel welcomed. The library is
one such place, if not THE place,” said UGA
School of Social Work Dean Anna Scheyett.
“Having library staff
informed about
trauma, so they can
make the library as
trusted, welcoming,
and supportive a
place as possible, plus
having social work
students who can
help connect people
with services they
need throughout the
community, will be a
novel and powerful
combination.”

The library and
university will
Zoe Johnson, director of field education at UGA School of Social
establish a program
Work; Anna Scheyett, dean and professor at UGA School of Social
Scheyett added that
to place social work
Work; Valerie Bell, executive director, Athens Regional Library
student interns at the System; Jennifer Elkins, UGA associate professor of social work. Not the grant-funded
partnership will
library to identify
pictured: Donna Brumby, assistant director for Organizational
enable the AthensDevelopment at Athens Regional Library System.
specific needs of atClarke County Library
risk community
to
become
the
first
specialized
traumamembers, and to share information about social
informed library in the state and one of a few in
services while advocating for those who have
the nation.
difficulties accessing services. The internships
are set to begin in October.
The partnership aims to address issues of
societal disenfranchisement and female
“We are pleased to expand how we engage
childhood trauma, by establishing a twowith the community to include a trauma
pronged project that will empower young girls,
informed environment as well as providing an
while moving the library toward a traumaafterschool mentoring program for teen girls,”
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informed environment. The project will also
include an after-school program that teaches
leadership skills to teen girls, including written
and oral communication, relationship building,
conflict resolution, and teamwork. Establishing
a peer-mentoring program at the library will
help address some of the issues at-risk young
women face.
“Placing social workers in this setting is a
natural next step that other libraries across the
country are increasingly doing,” said Jennifer
Elkins, associate professor of social work at UGA
School of Social Work. “Rather than asking
clients to come to us, we’re coming to them. It’s
the living embodiment of the principle and
value of ‘meeting the client where they’re at.’”
“By establishing a trauma-informed staff, we
hope to create a space where all members of
the community feel respected and empowered
to connect,” said Bell.
According to the IMLS, the Community Catalyst
Initiative challenges museums and libraries to
transform how they collaborate with their
communities. It achieves this by testing and
developing approaches for bringing about
positive change by drawing on the unique
relationships, knowledge, and spaces of
museums and libraries. It also encourages the
exploration of partnerships with other
organizations, including local nonprofit and
community development organizations.
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About the Athens-Clarke County Library
The Athens-Clarke County Library is the
headquarters of the Athens Regional Library
System. Serving residents in Athens-Clarke,
Franklin, Madison, Oconee, and Oglethorpe
counties, the library system was named 2017’s
Georgia Public Library of the Year. The AthensClarke County Library is located at 2025 Baxter
Street, Athens. To learn more about library
programs and services, call (706) 613-3650 or
visit www.athenslibrary.org.
About University of Georgia School of Social
Work
Founded in 1964, the University of Georgia
School of Social Work generates new
knowledge through research and prepares
social work practitioners through classroom
instruction and community-based internships
while emphasizing the integration of social
justice in all social work practice. For more
information on the School of Social Work,
see http://ssw.uga.edu/.
About IMLS
The Institute of Museum and Library Services is
the primary source of federal support for the
nation's libraries and museums. IMLS advances,
supports, and empowers America’s museums,
libraries, and related organizations through
grantmaking, research, and policy development.
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